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CONFIDENTIAL BEIRUT 14426 

E.O. 1 1652: CDS 
TAGS: PINT, PINS, EE 

SUBJECT: SECURITY DETERIORATES; COUVE DE MURVILLE ARRIVES 
REF: BEIRUT 14292 (17 NOV 75 I535Z) 

1. SUMMARY: LAST TWO DAYS HAVE SEEN SERIOUS DOWNTURN IN 
SECURITY, AGAIN CURTAILING COMMERCIAL ACTIVITY. ON ARRIVAL 
NOV 19, FRENCH ENVOY COUVE DE MURVILLE STRESSED THAT HIS MIS- 
SION IS NOT DESIGNED TO TAKE SOLUTION OE LEBANESE CRISIS OUT OE 
LEBANESE HANDS. PROSPECTS EOR KARAME'S RECENT PROPOSALS TO 
"INTERPRET " CONSTITUTION NOT YET CLEAR AS POLITICAL GROUPS 
ADOPT WAIT-AND-SEE ATTITUDE. END SUMMARY. 

2. SECURITY IN BEIRUT HAS UNDERGONE SERIOUS BUT THUS EAR 
LIMITED DETERIORATION OVER THE PAST TWO DAYS. NIGHT OE NOV 
19-20 WITNESSED RENEWAL OF SEVERE CLASHES PITTING QUARTERS 
OE CHIYAH (SHIITE) AGAINST AIN EL-RUMANNEH (CHRISTIAN) AND 
NABAA (SHIITE) AGAINST SIN EL-EIL (MOSTLY CHRISTIAN). THE 
NASRA-SODECO AREA IN SOUTH-CENTRAL BEIRUT ALSO WAS SCENE 
OE EIGHTING. EOR MOST PART CLASHES WERE EXCHANGES OE SMALL 
ARMS EIRE, BUT SOME HEAVY EXPLOSIONS ALSO AUDIBLE. ACCORD- 
ING TO INTERNAL SECURITY FORCE (ISE) HEADQUARTERS, SHOOTING 
STILL TAKING PLACE IN CHIY AH/AIN EL-RUMANNEH AREA AS OE NOON 
TODAY, NOV 20, ALTHOUGH IN GENERAL CITY QUIETED DOWN AFTER 
DAYLIGHT. GOVT RADIO DECLARING MANY ROADS UNSAEE. MOOD OE 
BEIRUTIS MARKEDLY PESSIMISTIC AS LITTLE IS SEEN ON POLITICAL 
HORIZON THAT CAN BREAK THROUGH MUTUAL SUSPICIONS OE ARMED 
EACTIONS. 

3. COMBINED ARMY/ISE "STRIKE EORCE" OE SLIGHTLY OVER 300 

MEN HAS BEEN ASSEMBLED UNDER COMMAND OF INTERIOR MINISTER 
CAMILLE CHAMOUN WITH TASK OE INTERVENING IN "HOT SPOTS" OE 
BEIRUT WHENEVER EIGHTING ERUPTS. ITS MISSION BEGINS TODAY. 
SINCE IT IS THE SOLE NEW DEVELOPMENT IN SECURITY EIELD, CONSI- 
DERABLE INTEREST EOCUSING ON DEGREE TO WHICH IT CAN DAMPEN 
LEVEL OE STRIEE. 

CONEIDENTIAL 

CONEIDENTIAL 

PAGE 03 BEIRUT 14426 201607Z 


4. KILLING OE BRITISH ENGINEER AT ROADBLOCK NEAR TEL ZAATAR 
REFUGEE CAMP YESTERDAY AFTERNOON (BEIRUT 14395 NOTAL) HIGH- 
LIGHTS EOR EOREIGN COMMUNITY THE UNRAVELING OE COUNTRY'S LEGAL 
EABRIC OCCURING STEADILY. BRITISH EMBASSY HAS CONEIRMED EOR 
US THAT HE MAY HAVE BEEN MISTAKEN EOR AMERICAN BY ARMED MEN 
MANNING ROADBLOCK, WHOSE AFFILIATION AS YET UNKNOWN. 
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5. UPSURGE OF VIOLENCE HAS CURTAILED COMMERCIAL AND ECONO- 
MIC ACTIVITY IN MANY AREAS OE THE CITY. EOR LACK OE EMPLOYEES 
THE BANKS DID NOT OPEN TODAY, AND TRAFEIC IS GENERALLY LIGHT. 

THE INTER-BANK EXCHANGE RATE YESTERDAY WAS UP ONE PIASTRE 
TO 2.39 LL PER DOLLAR (BUYING) AND 2.41 PER DOLLAR (SELLING). 
NEWSPAPERS REPORT LEBANESE WHO LEFT COUNTRY ARE BEGINNING 
TO RETURN, ALTHOUGH RENEWED VIOLENCE MAY END THIS TREND. 

6. CHAMBER OF COMMERCE IN HEARINGS BEEORE PARLIAMENT 
COMMITTEES YESTERDAY ESTIMATED THAT EIGHTING HAD SO EAR 
DAMAGED OR DESTROYED 3,600 BUSINESS ESTABLISHMENTS AND 25 
MAJOR EACTORIES AND CAUSED ABOUT 20,000 PERSONS TO BE 
UNEMPLOYED. LABOR LEADERS PLACED UNEMPLOYMENT AT 100,000 
OR MORE, AND SAID TOURIST INDUSTRY IS HARDEST HIT. MANAGERS 
OE MAJOR HOTELS AND UNION LEADERS OE THEIR EMPLOYEES HAVE 
ASKED THE GOVT TO PROVIDE SECURITY EOR INTERNATIONAL HOTEL AREA 
AND TO NEGOTIATE WITH ALL SIDES TO MAKE AREA A NEUTRAL ZONE. 

7. FRENCH ENVOY COUVE DE MURVILLE ARRIVED YESTERDAY TO 
BEGIN ROUND OE CONSULTATIONS WITH POLITICAL AND RELIGIOUS LEA- 
DERS. IN STATEMENT ON ARRIVAL, HE WENT OUT OF HIS WAY TO SAY 
FRANCE WOULD NOT INTERVENE IN LEBANON'S DOMESTIC AFEAIRS 
AND THAT LEBANESE WOULD HAVE TO EIND SOLUTION TO THEIR OWN 
PROBLEMS. HE PUT HIS MISSION SOLEY IN TERMS TO BEING HELPFUL 

IN STIMULATING ATMOSPHERE OE DIALOGUE AMONG LEBANESE PARTIES. 
HE ALSO STRESSED THAT FRANCE SUPPORTED LEBANESE SOVEREIGNTY 
AND UNITY. COUVE TODAY CALLS ON PRES FRANGIE, PREMIER 
KARAME, PARLIAMENT SPEAKER ASSAD, AND OTHER POLITICAL 
LEADERS. TOMORROW HE IS SLATED TO SEE MARONITE PATRIARCH 
KHREISH. 

8. KARAME'S RECENT PROPOSALS TO REEORM GOVT STRUCTURE BY 
"INTERPRETATION" OE CONSTITUTION RATHER THAN AMENDMENT ARE 
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LEAVING OBSERVERS A BIT NONPLUSSED AS TO EXACTLY WHAT HE 
MEANS TO ACCOMPLISH. THE FATE OE THE "NATIONAL DIALOGUE 
COMMITTEE ' IS PARTICULARLY IN DOUBT, IN VIEW OE KARAME'S 
IMPLICIT BY-PASSING OP IT. ALTHOUGH HE INSISTS THE COMMITTEE 
STILL HAS A ROLE, MANY OP ITS MEMBERS ARE INCLINED TO SIT PAS- 
SIVELY WHILE KARAME'S PERSONAL EPPORT TAKES CENTER STAGE. 
EVIDENTLY A TACTICAL APPROACH DESIGNED TO MOLLIPY CHRISTIANS 
WHO OPPOSE CONSTITUTIONAL CHANGE, THE PREMIER'S MOVE AT 
LEAST HAS TEMPORARILY CALMED ATMOSPHERE AS BOTH RIGHTISTS 
AND LEPTISTS APPEAR WILLING TO SEE IF ANYTHING CONCRETE 
EMERGES PROM HIS PROJECTED DIALOGUE WITH PRANGIE. 

9. LEFTIST LEADER KAMAL JUMBLATT HELD PRESS CONPERENCE YES- 
TERDAY NOTING LEPT'S ADHERENCE TO ITS PREVIOUSLY SUBMITTED 
POLITICAL REEORM PROGRAM. JUMBLATT EMPHASIZED ESPECIALLY 
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HIS OFT-STATED CALL FOR MODERATE ELECTORAL REFORMS. THE DAY BE- 
FORE, COMBINED LEFTIST GROUPS MEETING UNDER JUMBLATT HAD REITER- 
ATED THEIR ATTACHMENT TO "NATIONAL DIALOGUE COMMITTEE" AS 
THE VALID FORUM FOR DISCUSSING REFORMS. WHILE THESE STATE- 
MENTS WERE CLEARLY AIMED AGAINST KARAME'S LATEST MOVE, THEY 
REFRAINED FROM EXPLICITY ATTACKING HIM. THEY ARE VIEWED 
GENERALLY AS ATTEMPT TO ESTABLISH RECORD IN EXPECTATION 
KARAME-FRANGIE "RECONCILIATION" WILL BE SHORT LIVED. 

GODLEY 
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